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Youngia japonica (L.) DC. (Compositae), reCentLy DeteCteD in BarCeLona.— Youngia japonica, introduced accidental-
ly in urban garden areas, is recorded for the first time from the Iberian Peninsula. It has maintained its presence in the 
place where it was first observed without expanding, and has reappeared over the following years. A possible means of 
introduction is along with Zoysia, species of grass used for forming lawns as an alternative to Bermuda grass.
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Resumen
Youngia japonica (L.) DC. (compositae) espeCie reCién DeteCtaDa en BarCeLona.— Se cita por vez primera en la pe-
nínsula ibérica Youngia japonica, recientemente introducida en una zona ajardinada de Barcelona. Desde la primera 
observación la especie ha permanecido en el mismo lugar sin expandirse, pero reapareciendo los años posteriores. Se 
sugiere su posible introducción como contaminante de semillas o plantas de Zoysia, utilizada como alternativa de los 
céspedes de grama.
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Youngia Cass. is a genus of Composite plants from 
warm temperate and tropical eastern Asia, closely 
related to Crepis L. and Lapsana L. It was includ-
ed within Crepis from 1861 until 1937, ut Crepis 
japonica (L.) Benth., when Babcock and Stebbins 
demonstrated that plants now referred to as Youn-
gia were worthy of being separated as a separate 
genus (Slanis & Perea, 2011).
Youngia japonica (L.) DC. originated in Chi-
na and is also considered native to Korea and Ja-
pan, but today can be found as an introduction in 
many parts of the tropics, and also in subtropical 
and warm-temperate regions, for example north-
ern Argentina, United States north to Pennsylvania 
and New York state, South Africa south to Natal 
or Australia south to New South Wales. It has also 
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Figure 1. Youngia japonica in its fruiting stage in 2014. BC herbarium material.
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Another subspecies, Y. japonica subsp. elsto-
nii (Hochr.) Babc. & Stebbins, or Y. thunbergiana 
DC., is also spreading outside its native area, and 
has been recorded from various countries, includ-
ing eastern United States and Hawaii (Urbatsch et 
al., 2013). The chief difference is in the presence 
of four to ten or more cauline leaves in this latter 
taxon. 
The plant is certainly not naturalised yet, and 
has only appeared as a casual in planted areas of 
the port district of Barcelona, where it behaves as 
a rather discrete garden weed. The material collect-
ed is from Can Tunis, a part of the city now being 
redeveloped under the name Prat Vermell. The ar-
rival of this plant in Barcelona could be attributed 
to its dissemination through horticultural practices, 
rather than a direct introduction from the port zone, 
which is the case of some other newcomers found 
in the area. The use of Zoysia japonica Steud., or 
its putative hybrid with Z. matrella (L.) Merr., to 
create urban lawns in the Greater Barcelona area, 
could constitute a possible means of introduction 
for this unassuming small plant which is of no or-
namental value whatsoever. The seed might have 
arrived in the area along with the importation of 
living plant material (either seeds or developing 
plants, or perhaps in compost) either from East 
Asia or via another country where the species is 
now naturalised.
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been detected in the Canary Isles (Siverio Núñez 
et al., 2013) where it occurs as a garden weed in 
lawns and planted areas. To my knowledge, this 
dainty, unassuming pseudo-Crepis has not been 
detected in, or formally registered from, the Iberi-
an Peninsula to date, and no herbarium specimens 
have come to light in BC or BCN.
The following record, therefore, constitutes the 
only one yet registered in this region. A colony of 
well over 100 individuals was spotted by the author 
of this article in a newly developed garden area in 
the spring of 2014. It reappeared in 2015 and 2016.
Spain, Barcelona: Prat Vermell, Can Tunis, UTM 
31T DF2878, 0–10 m, zona ajardinada, 23.05.2014, 
S. Pyke 6939 (BC 940023; Fig. 1).
It is an annual species, sometimes biennial, and 
forms a basal rosette of more or less obovate, some-
times oblanceolate, lyrate leaves from whence arise 
slender, sparsely leafy scapes. The leaves and low-
er parts of the plant are variably pubescent, with 
weak, simple hairs dispersed over the surface. The 
stems branch above to form a panicle, or corymbi-
form cyme, with fine, capillaceous branches. They 
are usually leafless, at least above, in subsp. japon-
ica. The capitula are small, similar to but smaller 
than those of Crepis pulchra L., with very short 
outer phyllaries. The florets and their ligules are 
yellow. The achenes are ribbed and fusiform with 
an attenuate apex and white pappus with a single 
whorl of barbed hairs. The ribs, two of which are 
more prominent, are finely spiculate or scabrid, 
this helping to effectively disperse the seed. Youn-
gia differs from Crepis in its compressed, unequal-
ly-ribbed achenes. The presence of a pappus distin-
guishes it from Lapsana.
In the same locality where these plants were ob-
served can be found other species which are fre-
quently dispersed via standard nursery practices: 
Epilobium obscurum Schreb., E. tetragonum L., 
Oenothera rosea L’Hér. ex Ait., Polypogon virid-
is (Gouan) Breistr. and Cardamine flexuosa With. 
subsp. debilis O. E. Schulz, taxon present in the 
Peninsula and recently confirmed by F. Verloove 
(Verloove & Sánchez Gullón, 2012).
